The Jenny Lind Infirmary for sick children at Norwich is an institution which always appeals to the sentiment.
Still it has to report a falling off in annual subscriptions, a.nd our artistic friends had better come forward in the interests of this infirmary. Over 240 in-patients and 1,230 out-patients were treated last year, and so successfully that though 118 (2) to compare the returns made to the fund by the hospital for the year 1887, and the fifteen months from the 1st January, 1888, to 31st March, 1889, with the latter's books; and (3) to give our opinion of the financial management of the hospital. We remind you that you did not wish us to go over the ground covered by the judicial investigations.
Books.
Primarily, we would remark that the 3ystem of book-keeping at the hospital is very cumbersome, as the receipts and payments are entered in the same book as that in which the tradesmen's weekly accounts appear ; these would be much better entered in a separate book. The cash-book having been filled up in August, the record of receipts, payments, etc., is now being written upon loose sheets of paper kept in the cash-book; these we understand are to be incorporated therewith at the end of the year. Mr. St. V. Mercier admits this is being done against the desire of Mr. Lemon.
Receipts.
Under the first of the above heads we have to report as follows : We have examined the whole of the counterfoils of the receipt-books in which the amounts vary, and have traced the sequence of those receiptbooks which are printed for special amounts. The cash has all been traced into the bank or properly accounted for; there are a few inaccuracies in the figures, but of trifling amounts ; in the earlier part of the period we are dealing with, there were several instances of delay in the payments into the bank, but since July last, as above mentionedthere is no cause for complaint on this ground.
Payments.
The payments are fairly well supported by vouchers, and we take no exception to these other than those hereafter mentioned in this report.
Generally. Mercier jointly, and we think it desirable that there should be a countersignature of one of the members of the board as evidence that the payment is authorised by the board.
The system of daily payments into the bank now in use is satisfactory, and prevents (while strictly adhered to) the reoccurrence of the former irregularities.
